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Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.98 copies of the following patents and/or publications 
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corresponding German Patent DE 198 52 244 C1 (Zhang et al.), dated December 
30, 1999; 
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German Published Non-Prosecuted Patent Application DE 100 10 041 A1 (Standt et 
al.). dated September 6, 2001, and English abstract thereof; 



German Published Non-Prosecuted Patent Application DE 198 31 424 A1 
(Jungmann et al.), dated February 3, 2000, and English abstract thereof; 

German Published Non-Prosecuted Patent Application DE 195 11 548 A1 (Boegner 
et al.), dated June 13, 1996, and English abstract thereof; 

Patent Abstracts of Japan 01 1 10851 A (Shinichi), dated April 27, 1989; 

European Patent Application EP 0 899 563 A1 (Pupier et al.), dated March 3, 1999; 

European Patent Application EP 0 816 820 A2 (Lambert et al.), dated January 7, 
1998; 

European Patent Application EP 0 090 941 A2 (Rauschenberger et al.), dated 
October 12, 1983, Hose Fracture Safety Device for Fluids Especially for Gas 
Installations; 

PCT WO 90/02874 (Heim et al.), dated March 22, 1990; 
International Search Report, dated September 25, 2002. 

If no translation of pertinent portions of any foreign language patents or publications 
mentioned above is included with the aforementioned copies of those applications, 
patents and/or publications, it is because no existing translation is readily available to 
the applicant. 
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